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Student killed in NYC shooting
Ethan Williams
shot in New York
while filming
Ellie Tiemens and
Ansley Kary
News Co-editors

On Saturday, Oct. 24, former
Taylor student Ethan Williams
was shot and killed in Brooklyn, N.Y.
Williams was a sophomore
film student at Indiana University where he transferred after
completing his freshman year
at Taylor.
Witnesses said shots broke
out on Saturday morning
around 2:30 a.m. as Williams
and his friends were sitting outside their rented Airbnb. The
group was in New York to film
a short documentary.
“On October 24, we lost our
beautiful son Ethan,” the Williams family said in a statement.
“He dreamed of visiting New
York since he was a boy and saw
the movie ‘Spiderman.’ Ethan
was living that dream on a trip
to New York when he was struck
by a stray bullet and killed.”
Though no suspects have
been arrested, police believe
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On Tuesday, Oct. 27, Taylor hosted a service of remembrance for Williams by the LaRita Boren Center fire pits.

that Williams was not the intended target of the shooter.
The family and friends of Williams and former classmates
of his at Taylor remember Williams to be a person who loved
people, especially those who
were marginalized or hurting.
Junior Kate Johnson knew
Williams from their time spent
living in the same building,
Swallow Robin, and serving him
at the Jumping Bean.
Ethan Williams
“I knew Ethan from seeing him at the Bean and vis- he always got really strong
iting Swallow,” Johnson said. drinks from the Bean. I espe“I thought it was so funny but cially remember him asking for

four shots of espresso over ice
which felt disconcerting, so I
asked him if he was good. He
laughed and told me he was
driving home for the weekend
and needed to stay awake and
if he was also jittery, so be it.”
Johnson said that she always
saw Williams in deep conversation with his friends and the
few times that she got a chance
to speak with him she remembered how insightful he was.
After reflecting further she
said that she remembers William’s calming presence that
was evident to everyone he

met.
“If he had the opportunity to
say something to the shooter,
we know that he would invite
him for a cup of coffee and ask
to hear their story,” the Williams family said. “He would
forgive without delay. Ethan
always saw beyond the surface and took the time to help
others feel seen, important
and loved.”
On Tuesday, Oct. 27, Taylor
hosted a service of remembrance for Williams by the
LaRita Boren Center fire pits.
Around 75 people stood in
the dreary weather, huddled
together in support.
Campus Pastor Jon Cavanagh led the group in a time of
sharing stories, reflecting and
praying together.
The death of Ethan Williams
was and continues to be felt
around campus.
A Go Fund Me memorial page has raised more than
$35,000 of its $30,000 goal as
of Oct. 29 to cover the unexpected expenses the family is facing. Those looking to
donate can visit the linked
page in the online version of
this article.
echo@taylor.edu

Taylor transitions to one faculty body
Taylor restructures
departments
Victoria Lawson
Staff Writer

Taylor no longer distinguishes between the school of natural
and applied sciences or school of
arts, biblical studies and humanities when referring to departmental alignments. Now, Taylor’s
departments have been unified
as one whole faculty.
The decision to transition
away from departmental schools
provided a different way for Taylor to handle its resources and
administrative management of
its programs moving forward.
“What we hope is that by coming back to this idea of one faculty, it creates more opportunities
for interdisciplinary programs
and it gives us more cooperation
between different departments
or among the faculty as a whole,”
Provost Michael Hammond said.
“And it’s not that the schools
were so rigid that you couldn’t
do that, because we have had
good interdisciplinary (interaction), but the idea to build camaraderie together.”
Like most colleges, Taylor has
fluctuated in the way it groups departments since it was founded in
1846. Some of these configurations
have included divisions instead of
departments, differing numbers
of schools and this whole-faculty model. This whole-faculty decision brings back how Taylor has
been structured for much of its
history.
Hammond said that about a
decade ago, Taylor began adhering to a three-school system: humanities arts and biblical studies
(HABS), social sciences, education
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Taylor has moved from two schools, the school of natural and applied sciences and the
school of arts, biblical studies and humanities into one joint school.
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Dr. Grace Ju Miller is the dean of the school of natural and applied sciences and Tom Jones
is the dean of the school of arts, biblical studies, and humanities.

and business (SSEB) and school
of natural and applied sciences
(SNAS). The new approach does
away with this language entirely but keeps most structures for
deans, department chairs and students’ majors intact.
Dean of Humanities, Arts and
Biblical Studies Tom Jones and
Dean of the School of Natural and
Applied Sciences Grace Miller will
continue their responsibilities in
this new structure.
“The decision was discussed by

the deans and provost over several months and the provost also
met with the chairs,” Miller said.
“There was careful and thoughtful consideration for this change.”
Ultimately, the effect on students is minimal, reflected mostly
in shifting some majors to different departments.
For example, the sports management program moved from exercise science and kinesiology to
the business department because
of how the major’s curriculum

aligns with business classes.
The modern languages program is now merged with English
to become the English and modern languages department. The
environmental science, sustainability and public health programs
are now a part of the biology
department.
“Department chairs continue to
provide critical leadership for each
department and engage in collaboration with their academic dean,”
Jones said. “The move away from

schools did not result in any significant change in the role that
department chairs play or the engagement of department faculty in
developing engaging, innovative
delivery of curricula for their majors, minors, and programs.”
Hammond said this structure
may change in the future, but as
of now, it enables Taylor to use
its resources well. He is hopeful
that it will also encourage more
cross-disciplinary teamwork.
echo@taylor.edu
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“Diligence to wearing masks, social
distancing, health checks, reporting travel,
and hand washing continue to support a
healthy community.”
COVID Column
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Title IX policy includes an alternative process
New qualifications for
a formal investigation
Ansley Kary
News Co-editor

This article is the conclusion
to the Title IX series and includes
more clarification on changes
that have been made to the policy. -- Editors
The stipulations on what does
or does not qualify an alleged
sexual misconduct case for a formal investigation has changed
under the edited Title IX policy
that was enacted Aug. 14.
Due to the new regulations,
any offense that occurs off-campus or outside the U.S. will not
qualify for an official formal investigation as stated in the official Taylor University Policy:
“This policy applies to allegations that occur within the
United States. If the allegation
occurs outside of the United
States, the University will seek
to stop the behavior, prevent its

reoccurrence and remedy the
effect with an instigation and
adjudication, through an alternative process.”
Through these changes, questions about off-campus apartments, parties and study abroad
programs have come up.
However, Dean of Students Jesse Brown said that new Taylor
policy has found a way around
this and that victims of alleged
sexual harassment cases occurring in these settings will still be
able to file complaints under the
“alternate investigation process.”
This process mirrors that of
a formal investigation with the
exclusion of a live Q&A session.
Brown said that if two events
that included “egregious behavior” occurred the same, but the
only difference is that one occurred on campus, Taylor should
treat them with the same level of
severity.
“There was a concern that Title IX was essentially permitting
the university (to be able to say)

that if it occurred off campus, we
don’t have to do anything about
it,” Brown said. “I don’t think
that’s the case; not at all, at least
that’s not how we’re approaching it. We are going to approach
it the exact same way, because it
still involves two of our students
and activity that we would otherwise ban on campus. The only
difference is geography.”
In a formal investigation, adjudicators can come to two different conclusions: insufficient
evidence to convict or responsible for the allegations.
In the informal resolution,
the complainant and respondent agree to a written statement detailing next steps in the
process. These informal resolutions can be more creative than
formal ones and accomplished
in a more timely fashion.
The informal process is available to on-campus students as
well, as long as the offense is not
between a student and teacher.
Due to the addition of the Q&A

section to the formal process,
Brown, along with many other experts, feel that many more
students will be looking to pursue the informal route that bypasses this section.
Another amendment that the
U.S Department of Education
made to the policy is an addition
to the “supportive measures”
section.
The new policy states that the
schools must provide supportive measure to every alleged
victim of sexual harassment,
called “ the complainants” and
the person in question, called
“the respondent.”
This means that both people
involved must have equal access
to counseling care, which hopes
to preserve equal education.
Even though this is a new rule at
a national level, Taylor has been
putting this in practice since the
beginning.
Prev ious to this amendment, Taylor was already providing support to both parties.

Photograph by Marissa Muljat

Dean of Students Jesse Brown works diligently in his office
located on the second floor of the LaRita Boren Center.

However, it is now more clearly
outlined under the policies and
procedures.
Supportive measures at Taylor
may include counseling, extensions on deadlines for courses,

modifications of work or class
schedules, campus escort services, restriction on contact between both parties involved and
a leave of absence.
echo@taylor.edu

Education presentations lose audience to COVID
Education students
teach each other for
their class project
Darin Jordan
Staff Writer

Acting like a kindergartener
is not what most sophomore elementary education majors had
on their minds when they started
their early childhood education
class this semester. But acting
like kindergarteners is what some
of them had to do.
As part of their curriculum, elementary education sophomores
take a 200 level education class
where one of the biggest focuses is planning, setting up and
teaching several class periods
to kindergarteners.
Normally, this means a month
or more of preparation, hours of
decoration, then engaging with
groups of willing kindergarteners
that come in to give the students
a realistic audience.
This year, however, their classmates had to play the part while
the real kindergartners stayed
at home to prevent the spread of
COVID-19.
Although being able to teach
real kindergarteners is one of
the highlights of the project
most years, sophomore Lydia May
wasn’t too concerned about not
having them.
“I don’t think it’ll really matter,”
May said. “And also, it’s just fun to
play teacher.”
Cindy Tyner, a professor of education who teaches this class was
happy with this year’s projects,
even though the students couldn’t
teach real kindergarteners.
Tyner has been teaching the
class for 20 years, and one of
the main points, with or without COVID-19 restrictions, is that
the students get experience making lesson plans and preparing a
classroom. These things would
have happened even if Tyner had
to totally cancel the final teaching portion of the project.
“And their senior year they
point back to, ‘this got me ready
for student teaching,’ because
I know how much hard work it
is, how much time and effort it
takes,” Tyner said.
While the decorations are a
big factor that everyone gets to
see walking by, much of the students’ work happens in the month
or so before as they decide on the
theme of their classroom and
what lessons they will teach.
Students normally prepare four
lessons and present three, but
because of COVID-19, they only
had to present two lessons this
year: one from math or language

arts, then a choice of art, music,
physical education or something
similar.
“Because of COVID, it was a
shorter time period because we
had two groups going a night,
rather than one group a night,”
sophomore Dani Decker said.
“So, we only had to choose two
lessons, so we chose language
arts and art.”
Normally people from students’
halls and other friends and family
can come watch the lessons being taught, but just like the kindergartners, they cannot come
because of COVID. The only audience that can be this year is the
other students in the class.
Lessons are difficult to plan because they have to keep the kids
engaged and learning the whole
time.
This is the point of all the decorations that are set up. The
decorations keep the kids entertained, but can also be used to
teach things.
“The key thing with early childhood education is play is a child’s
work,” Tyner said. “You’re learning a lot, but you do it by activity.”
Even though it is just two lessons, the preparation began
months out. At the beginning of
the semester, Tyner counted the
students into groups of seven or
so students and they were free to
begin planning their project.
They are given a group of pages containing information to
use and sheets to fill out in the
process of making a lesson plan.
They turn this in at the end of
the project for a large part of the
grade.
Decker said that her group
followed the advice of students
who had been through the class
before and immediately started
meeting twice a week. In the last
few weeks, before they presented
though, they hit the project hard,
working about five hours a day,
finishing up the planning, and
getting the decorations set up.
As a result of all this time spent
together the groups grow very
close.
Though this is Tyner’s last year
of teaching, and she is unknown
whether the project will continue, she said that she is very glad
to have been able to run this
project.
“You could call them a group,
but I call it teams because a team
means you are going to work together,” Tyner said. “The part I
love the most is to watch these
teams come together and become
friends, because they are going to
be in the same classes in the education department throughout
their four-year career.”
echo@taylor.edu
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The first group’s presentation theme was based around “CandyLand” and took place on Oct, 14.

COVID
Ellie Tiemens and
Ansley Kary
News Co-Editors
•

Column

Note: All information presented in this column is sourced from
the Taylor Together, Again plan. Updates are provided weekly by
the Pandemic Reopening Team (PeRT). Last updated Oct. 29.

The CDC has revised the definition of close contact and it now includes a cumulative duration of 15 minutes or more over an entire 24-hour period starting from two days prior to symptoms. Since this revision,
the Taylor Together Again plan has altered its definition to reflect this.

•

The Pandemic Reopening Team (PeRT) has released the following statement: “We experienced a slight
increase in the number of positive cases this week. Diligence to wearing masks, social distancing, health
checks, reporting travel, and hand washing continue to support a healthy community.”

•

In an email sent out to students on Oct. 28, Scott Barrett, director of residence life, encouraged students
to continue to wear masks and social distance and to consider choosing a small bubble of people to
interact with.

•

As of Oct. 29, 14 students and three employees are in active isolation after testing positive from COVID-19,
124 students and seven employees are in active quarantine

•

Since Aug. 16, 191 students and 25 Taylor employees have been released from isolation and quarantine.

Students who believe they have symptoms of COVID-19 should do the following:
•

Temporarily quarantine in your room

•

Contact your medical provider or the Taylor University Health Center. Or, utilize the IU Health Virtual Coronavirus screening tool. (https://iuhealth.org/covid19/virtual-coronavirus-screening)

•

Contact the Residence Life COVID 19 contact number (765-997-8610).

For more information on Taylor University COVID-19 restrictions, policies, and updates visit taylor.
edu/coronavirus, my.taylor.edu/campus-life/student-covid-information or email PeRT@taylor.edu
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“We want to see this area grow and thrive, and
also just be a light to the community.”
Hartford City boasts new coffee shop,
Who's Your Coffee

The journey from Myanmar to Indiana
Student reflects on
God’s providence
Emma Moorman
Staff Writer

From Myanmar to Malaysia
to Indianapolis, junior Nay Mi
Chele-Rhengboi uses her past
to help shape her future.
A junior public relations major, Rhengboi’s unique life experiences have contributed to her
current passions.
Born in Matupi City, Myanmar, Rhengboi’s childhood was
filled with lots of change and unknown circumstances.
The first six years of her life,
Rhengboi lived in Myanmar with
her mom and her older brother, Naybay. Her father’s presence
was absent for those early years.
“When I was born, my dad
was around, but then he had to
go to Malaysia to find a job to
support us. He wasn’t really in
my life.” Rhengboi said.
The three of them had each
other. They moved around often due to her mother’s teaching profession, and they faced
the everyday challenges of living in the minority.
“We were ethnic minorities in
Burma,” Rhengboi said, “It was
kind of hard to be in that position because the government
did not really understand us.”
When Rhengboi was six, her
mom got a call from her father.
With help from the United Nations High Commissioner for
Refugees (UNHCR), Rhengboi
and her family were given special permission to enter Malaysia and reunite once again.
Although this was good news,
it prompted a daunting journey
from Myanmar to Malaysia, a
journey that would be long and
difficult to endure.
Rhengboi recalls some of the
trials they faced. At one point, in
Thailand, they were all crammed
into a van, filled to the brim with
other refugees who were fleeing.
“There were people stacked
on top of each other,” Rhengboi
said.
And their journey was not

only on land. They also had to
cross a body of water, in tiny
boats, lying down, with tarps
and fishing nets covering their
bodies.
Rhengboi and her mother were together on the boat,
but they were separated from
Rhengboi’s brother.
“My mom was telling me everything was going to be okay
and that God had everything in
control,” she said. “I remember
her citing Proverbs. With that, I
had some peace.”
When they made it to land
again, they had to wait for the
other refugees to arrive. Stuck
in a little house in the middle of
the woods, provision was very
limited.
“We barely had any food to
eat. I didn’t even know I was
starving because of everything
I had just been through” Rhengboi said.
When the other refugees arrived, their next step was to
cross a river by foot. A fellow refugee graciously offered to carry
Rhengboi, while her mom took
care of her brother.
“The river current was so
strong we almost fell underneath,” Rhengboi said, “We
were almost caught under the
bridge where there were Malaysian police.”
But by the grace of God, they
made it through. They safely
crossed under the bridge to get
to Malaysia.
During her time in Malaysia,
God continued to be faithful to
her and her family.
During this time, it wasn’t rare
for the police to raid, looking
for refugees who they could arrest. One night, while Rhengboi
and her brother were sleeping,
Rhengboi’s mother heard the
police coming. She knew there
was nowhere to hide, since their
apartment was open with a simple square layout.
So, she prayed.
Repeatedly knocking on her
door, Rhengboi’s mom continued to sit and pray. The police eventually knocked the
door down entirely, seeing Mi
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Junior Nay Mi Chele-Rhengboi now lives in Indianapolis and uses her skills to advocate for her community.

Chele-Rhengboi’s mom and the
two children sleeping.
“The police just closed the
door and left,” Rhengboi said.
“Never even said a word.”
Rhengboi finds no other way
to explain it, other than God.
After two years of living in Malaysia, Mi Chele-Rhengboi and
her family got accepted to come
to the United States.
“Coming here was such a relief. Being in a space where we
were welcome was amazing.
Having that freedom was amazing” Rhengboi said.
Since she was eight, Rhengboi has resided in Indianapolis,

pouring into her education, giving back to her community, becoming fluent in English and
often volunteering at the nonprofit Burmese American Community Institute (BACI.)
As an Act Six recipient, Rhengboi worked hard to get to where
she is. She is thankful for her opportunity to use her gifts at Taylor University.
“Being at Taylor allows me to
help others understand my culture and spread diversity and
also grow spiritually” Rhengboi said.
A Chin Youth Organization
pageant winner and a talented

singer and songwriter, Rhengboi
is always striving to give back to
her community.
“I want to use my talents and
gifts for God’s kingdom, and for
my people,” she said.
Rhengboi uses her past as a
catalyst for her future. Although
her journey to the U.S. was at
times tumultuous, it simultaneously revealed how good God is.
“I’ve seen God do incredible,
miraculous work in my life,” she
said. “God has everything in
control. Even though you don’t
see it, even if you don’t feel it,
God is always there.”
echo@taylor.edu
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Hartford City boasts new coffee shop, Who’s Your Coffee
Who’s Your Coffee
brings new atmosphere
Caroline Monberg
Staff Writer

A good cup of coffee never fails to bring community
together.
Faithful coffee drinkers at
Taylor have become acquainted with the new coffee shop in
Hartford City, Who’s Your Coffee. The small, inviting space
has welcomed many from the
Taylor community and created
a light hearted atmosphere that
fosters good conversation, coupled with homemade goods and
freshly roasted coffee.
Different from The Bridge,
The Abbey or The Branch,

Photograph provided by Who's Your Coffee

Who’s Your Coffee brings something different and fun to the
community.
The space is fun and vibrant,
bringing about a sense of ease,
but also playfulness. Immediately when walking in, customers are quick to notice the bright
colored painting on the wall, a
symbol of the light and joy that
the coffee shop brings.

Co-owners and brother-sister duo, Mindy Harvey and Travis Stroud, emphasize the fun
and healthy option that Who’s
Your Coffee provides. The options are delicious, but they are
ones that the small business is
proud to serve. Everything the
small business makes is made
from scratch, in house, including
all of their syrups and pastries.
“We focus on real food, we
make all of our syrups in house,
we roast our own coffee, and all
the coffee we purchase is fair
trade and organic,” Harvey said.
Opening their doors a little less than a year ago, Harvey
and Stroud never expected to be
where they are now. The siblings
grew up in Hartford City and
have always had a heart for the
community and people there.
Though the co owners can’t
remember a time they weren’t
drinking coffee, the two of them
never knew they would eventually open a coffee shop together.
Harvey and her husband moved
to Knoxville, Tennessee for four
years before moving back to
their hometown and starting
the small business.
Harvey had originally found
an interest in roasting coffee at
home and did so for a couple of
years, but it wasn’t until she talked with her brother that they decided to pursue coffee roasting
together. The siblings only originally planned to roast coffee, but
while they were looking for possible locations, all of the doors
opened up for the location they are
in now.

Photograph by Anna Collins

Who’s Your Coffee opened last fall in Harftord City.

The location worked well for
their roastery, but also perfectly for a coffee shop. The building
they found is the perfect space
to accommodate for dining in,
roasting and baking, and it even
includes a drive through window. They bought the building
and decided to go for it, while simultaneously opening up a coffee shop and their original idea
of a roastery.
Having grown up in Hartford
City, the co-owners have always
felt a calling to serve the community. They want to help continue to add to the growth that
is already happening in Hartford City and the two truly have

a heart to see their hometown
flourish.
“We want to see this area
grow and thrive, and also just
be a light to the community,”
Harvey said.
The co-owners have a heart
for the people of Hartford City
and care to make a difference
in the community around them.
Serving everyone that comes
through their doors is of utmost
importance to the small business, and it is obvious in the way
they go about their business.
Because the business is small
enough, baristas at Who’s Your
Coffee are able to quickly recognize usual customers, many of

whom are Taylor students.
“We are really thankful for the
support we get from Taylor students,” Harvey said “Everyone
that is in here from Taylor is
always so nice and we just appreciate the Taylor community
so much.”
Harvey and Stroud are thankful for the space they have been
able to provide to the Hartford
City community, as well as the
Taylor community. They don’t
plan to stop here though. The
brother sister duo have lots of
visions for the future of their coffee shop and roastery.
Eventually, they hope to expand the current location to

accommodate more people in
the space. Harvey also shared
that they hope to open up other
locations in the future.
For now, Who’s Your Coffee is becoming a favorite
coffee destination for Taylor
students. The small space is
the perfect spot to get coffee
with friends, go on a breakfast date, sit down and do
homework, or to just enjoy
high quality coffee and food.
One cup of coffee at a time,
this small business is making a change in the community through their service and
mission.
echo@taylor.edu
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“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of
religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging
the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for
a redress of grievances.”
—The First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution
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The Nov. 3 election will yield various reaction on campus.
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Building a climate of creation care
Being intentional as
American consumers
“If anybody in this country
should be concerned about
creation care, it should be
the Christians, because it
is our biblical mandate to
care for creation, and unfortunately, historically, Christians have often not done a
good job at that,” said Jeff
Regier, professor of biology
here at Taylor University,
“...we should be at the forefront of the creation care
movement.”
A call for climate action
and environmental justice
is not a surly cry for attention or excitement; it is a
way to put into practice
God’s initial order of caring
for His creation, as well as
Jesus’ most important commands: to love God and to
love our neighbors.
How does caring for God’s
creation correspond to loving our neighbor? For us,
and we are sure for many
of you, nature has always
been a place where we feel
closest to God. In recent education, however, we have
discovered something uns e tt l i n g . T h e s c i e n t i f i c
community overwhelmingly agrees (97% actually) that
climate change is happening and that humans play a
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role.
Not only does this mean
that the earth itself is damaged , but specifically its
m o st v uln erabl e inh abitants experience the first
fruits of this damage. The
way our society has treated the earth as a commodity
rather than God’s creation
has taken its toll.
C lim at e ch an ge i s n o t
just about saving the polar bears or penguins. Its
impacts can be seen even
here in Indiana. The Marion farmer whose income
is based on the success of
his crops is at the mercy of
climate change. Because of
extreme weather patterns,
hi s crops are subje ct to
f looding, drought and soil
erosion.
Warmer winter seasons
mean that the insects that
attack and destroy his crops
during the growing season
will not die off as they normally would in the cold and

will attack and destroy even
more fervently in the next
growing season.
A c c o rd i n g t o R o b R e ber, environmental science
professor, this heat also increases the abundance of
introduced plant species,
which can cause ecological
havoc by outcompeting native species or farmed crops
and disrupting food chains.
Additionally, climate-induced extreme heat is already worse in the Midwest
than anywhere else in the
U.S., furth er threat ening
the crop yield. If the farmer loses his crop, not only
has he lost his financial security, but he and the community around him who buy
his produce have lost their
food security.
Climate change is affecting our farmers - our neighbors, as well as ourselves.
Although Taylor University is in the middle of the
cornfields where it is natural to assume our neighbors
are farmers, Taylor has a
deep history of going to the
ends of the earth through
lighthouse trips and study
abroad opportunities. Many
students have gone on these
trips and made connections
with people from all around
the world, including us.
In Januar y of 2019, we

were a part of a group of
about 20 students and two
faculty members that traveled to Malawi and Zambia
to further our education in
community de velopm ent
and sustainable agricultural
methods in the region. Phil
Grabowski, sustainable development professor, co-led
the trip with Bob Aronson.
Prior to this trip, Grabowski had lived and worked in
Malawi for 5 years doing agricultural work with a faithbased organization called
World Renew.
Grabowski comments on
th e environm ental cri si s
facing Malawians today :
“Most people in Malawi are
small-scale farm ers w ho
are working hard to produce enough food for their
families each year. When
there are droughts or floods
many people depend on relief food to survive.
Climate change is directly affecting these farmers’
ability to feed their families. Scientists have publi sh ed re search show in g
that greenhouse gas emissions are leading to shorter rainy seasons, more dry
spells and more f loods in
southern Africa. One way
we can tangibly love our
Christian brothers and
TEACH continues on page A5

Our response matters Your Twitter feed sucks—here’s why
This election has become incredibly contentious, but, honestly, for good reason.
Both Democrats and Republicans find legitimate reasons
to be fearful if the opposing
candidate wins. Human rights
and religious rights have been
thrown into the ring for debate, creating serious cause
for concern. Meanwhile, the
candidates sometimes seem
more concerned with personal feuds than answering difficult questions.
Regardless of the results, this
is going to be a difficult election
to process for a lot of people.
Roughly half of the people we
encounter will be exhaling with
relief, while another half will be
filled with anxious uncertainty
of what the future holds.
Even on this editorial board,
we have different expectations
and hopes for this election.
However, even with the dark,
looming cloud that hangs
above Nov. 3, we have to consider how we’ll respond when
Nov. 4 comes.
Ultimately, we have to be
able to look toward our brothers and sisters with compassion and love, even in our
disagreements.
Biblically, there isn’t a clear
right or wrong candidate. The
Bible doesn’t paint out which
candidate to vote for. All of the
candidates stand for some issues that are against and for
biblical values. Going into this
election, we’ve all attempted to
use our best discernment, experience and values to cast our
ballots.
“Politics is certainly an area
where many of us see our inner pharisee surface, but being self-aware of this with the
Holy Spirit’s help can move
us towards compassion,” said
Steve Austin, director of student programs.
The book of Romans speaks
heavily into the idea of unity on
tertiary disagreements, meaning arguments not pertaining
to the primacy of the Gospel.
Romans 12:15 instructs us to
be empathetic to our neighbors’ circumstances, while Romans 14:19 says to “make every
effort to do what leads to peace
and to mutual edification.”

“Unity doesn’t always equal
agreement on every issue,
but it does mean we hold
fast to our enduring commitment to loving one another as Christ loves us,” said
Jeff Aupperle, director of the
CCO. “If we lead with love and
mercy, we should be able to
share our convictions and
hold compassion for those
with whom we disagree.”
The emotions you feel following the results of the election are valid. Please process
things as you need. Seek
counsel and encouragement
from time in the word, worshipping or in the confidence
of your mentors.
However, your reactions
toward your neighbors must
be rooted in the love that outpours from the love of Christ.
“The election results,
whatever they are, will (affect) hard places that will
challenge our commitments
to one another such as bearing one (another’s) burdens,”
Austin said.
We are still in this intentional community. We are
still working to love, serve
and learn from one another. Whether the candidate
we’ve voted for has won or
lost, there isn’t a hall pass on
our duty to each other.
In the meantime, our encouragement is this: while
we may feel dismayed at this
moment, our omnipotent
God is still sitting on the
eternal throne. He will redeem our nation and world
in its shortcomings, and in
the meantime, we will obediently and humbly follow
his instruction in service of
our brothers and sisters in
Christ.
This world will continue to
disappoint us if we look to it
for fulfillment. Jesus Christ
will not.
The Our View represents
the official opinion of the student newspaper on different
issues, as determined by a
consensus of The Echo Editorial board members. Readers
are welcome to submit their
views on these issues in a letter to the editor to:
echo@taylor.edu

Looking at perspectives
on media
Holly
Gaskill

Co-Editor in
Chief

Among many contested
issues this election season,
one of the common scapegoats of various issues has
been the media. Accusations
are thrown left and right—the
media only covers when President Donald Trump messes up, the media blasts fake
news about COVID-19 or the
media is so focused on the
election that they aren’t covering the real issues.
I hear you. I see you. And
I’d like to pose one question:
what exactly is ‘the media?’
The answer to this is, quite
honestly, a little convoluted.
Media, as in news coverage,
exists in a myriad of forms
across TV, print, online, radio, podcast or social media.
Each platform exists to serve
a different purpose. Oftentimes, when people refer to
‘the media’ in these tones,
they’re referring to TV, websites and social media. And
in those circumstances, the
likelihood of their accusation
being correct is much higher.
At the end of the day, those
platforms are dictated by the
ability to keep viewership and
advertising dollars.
All of a sudden, stories that
aren’t important take massive, sensationalized headlines, and anything involving
a political figurehead or celebrity is breaking news. However, this also means that
sometimes what’s important
to cover can be glossed over
or forgotten. The biggest culprits of this are often the most
known platforms like Fox
News, CNN, MSNBC, etc. Ultimately, they thrive on keeping
their viewership in their echo
chamber of self-confirmation
and rallying. It’s not nearly as
profitable to tell people what
they don’t want to hear.
“We have to think about the

Jack Dorsey, CEO of Twitter, talking at a TEDTalk in 2019.

places we’re getting our information,” said Jakob Miller, associate professor of American
politics, in the recent media
bias panel. However, there are
forms of media that genuinely try to inform people in an
unbiased manner. Most often, these come in the form
of newspapers or newspaper
websites, which, although
still funded by advertising,
are more driven to pull readers through engaging, informative and cutting-edge
content.
Some of the largest scandals in the last several years
have been uncovered by
newspaper journalists. The
massive sexual abuse scan-
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Twitter serves as a hub
for media illiteracy.

dal involving Larry Nassar
and USA Gymnastics was broken by a reporter at the Indianapolis Star, a newspaper
with a circulation just under
100,000. Jeffrey Epstein wasn’t

discovered in a massive FBI
bust, but rather, the smart
reporting of Julie Brown at
the Miami Herald, a newspaper with circulation around
75,000. Children are taught
how to engage with different
types of literature for their
comprehension—fairy tales,
nonfiction books and poetry.
However, we often don’t recognize the distinction in the
media.
For example, a few months
ago, I saw a post on Instagram
about the persecution of Muslims in China. Someone had
reposted it to their story and
added the text, “Why isn’t the
media talking about this?!”
I was shocked. Yes, the story itself was shocking, but I
was honestly shocked that
this person didn’t know about
the ongoing human rights issue. The Washington Post,
New York Times and many
other newspapers had been
covering the persecution in
China for over a year. It wasn’t
a new, developing situation.
It was sadly something that
had been going on for quite
a while.
Ultimately, our perceptions of the news can reflect
much more on our media
diet than the media itself.
We like easy, consumable
stories that either impassion
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us for our causes or against
someone else’s. Our likes,
retweets and media habits
reflect that—look no further
than the endless market of repostable news graphics and
videos that have taken over
Instagram stories. There is,
without a doubt, a difference
between how Fox News and
the Wall Street Journal cover
the election. Do we recognize
it’s in front of us? Do we still
recognize it when it’s in favor
of our political leanings?
Furthermore, can we recognize bias even in the media we trust? Especially right
now, we have to be discerning and diligent consumers
of news media, and I’d be
blind to suggest just because
a publication prints it doesn’t
have an agenda or journalistic laziness.
“We have to think about the
places we’re getting our information,” said Jeff Groeling,
professor of communication.
“And that takes some practice—we don’t just snap our
fingers and get better about
it overnight.”
Without that intentional discernment about media
consumption, we’ll become
blind the more we attempt
to see. Seek truth, but know
where and how you’re looking.
echo@taylor.edu

“Homelessness among veterans has been
and continues to be a major problem in the
United States.”
American veterans face various hardships
in life after service
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Welcoming the refugee with open hands
The refugee crisis
continues unchecked
Kay
Rideout

Staff
Contributor

The plight of the refugee is
not a new problem.
World War I forced two million civilians out of their home
countries and into the hostile
arms of foreign nations. World
War II inflicted even more
damage, displacing around 11
million people over the span
of six years. An Atlantic article published in December
2019 notes that in the 1930s,
national governments refused
to admit Jewish refugees who
posed a potential threat to domestic economies. One could
go all the way back to 740 B.C.
and note that an entire nation
became refugees when the Assyrian empire conquered ancient Israel.
The plight of the refugee is
not a new problem, but it is
ongoing. The U.N. states that,
“The world is witnessing the
highest levels of displacement
on record.” As of this year, refugees are consistently fleeing
countries such as Syria, Venezuela, Afghanistan, South Sudan, Myanmar, Somalia and
Democratic Republic of the
Congo. And just as consistently, they are being turned away
by countries such as Austria,
Germany, Japan, Switzerland
and the United States.
Too often, governments disregard the desperation driving
these individuals — refusing to
see them as individuals at all,
and instead viewing them as a
faceless, abandoned mass recognized only by the label “refugees.” They don’t see the faces,
hear the pain or acknowledge
the stories. They overlook the
individual dreams, talents and
wealth of history each refugee
brings to the table.
An Origins article published
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A group of refugees flee across the Mediterranean Sea in a small lifeboat.

in April 2017 gives voice to this
issue: “Unfortunately, much of
the mass media in the global
North portrays refugees as people who have lost everything,
including the capacity to speak
or to contribute productively to
the host country.”
Because governments see
refugees as a faceless mass instead of as individuals, they fail
to treat refugees with the inherent worth and dignity each
one possesses as a human being. They look at refugees only
through the lens of the label
they have been given, and welcome these individuals only on
the basis of whether or not they
will be “useful.” And unless a
refugee can be useful, they are
unwelcome.
A New York Times article published in August 2015
claims that, “World leaders
have abdicated their responsibility for this unlucky [refugee] population, around half
of whom are children.”
Denied sanctuary and lack
of asylum place refugees in as
much danger as direct exposure to warfare. And yet, refugees are consistently denied
sanctuary as they struggle to
prove their status as a refugee under international law.
An article posted on the JAMA

Network in March 2001 argues
that even recognition under international law is not enough
to protect refugees. Although
many individuals recognize
the violation of human rights
that refugees flee from, few
recognize the violation of human rights that refugees flee
towards. In countries providing asylum, refugees face the
less tangible dangers of limited access to employment, education, medical care and basic
public health measures.
Of course, there are organizations around the world that
recognize the plight of refugees and seek to help these
displaced individuals. Organizations such as UNHCR, World
Relief, Mercy Corps and Save
the Children come alongside
refugees to provide them with
desperately needed resources.
Unfortunately, as the New
York Times article published
in Aug. 2015 notes, “The few
global institutions dedicated to
supporting this (refugee) population are starved of resources
as governments either haven’t
funded them or have reneged
on their pledges of funds.”
The dedication of a few compassionate institutions cannot match the enormity of the
refugee crisis. Governments

have to step up. Leaders have
to care. And we, as citizens of
our countries, must inform
ourselves about the refugee
situation so that we are better
equipped to advocate for these
displaced individuals.
“I definitely think that we
don’t learn about them or
hear from them as much as we
should, because it’s a serious issue,” said Taylor freshman Marissa Muljat.
Freshman Darin Jordan
echoed this sentiment, recognizing that he too possesses
only a pieced-together picture
of the current refugee situation. “I don’t know a lot about
(the refugee situation); I know
it’s kind of a mess,” said Jordan.
Informing ourselves and others about the ongoing refugee
crisis enables us to better influence the situation. The more
informed we are, the more we
will be able to speak into the
issue and encourage change
within our societies. As the
New York Times article published in August 2015 states,
“It’s clear that our leaders aren’t stepping up to the gravity
of the moment. We can, and we
must, push them to do the right
thing.” What part will you and I
play in welcoming the refugee?
echo@taylor.edu
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sisters in Christ in Malawi
is to reduce our greenhouse
gas emissions.”
In situation s li ke thi s
one, communities that are
not responsible for much
greenhouse gas emissions
are th e on es feeling th e
brunt of their impact. This
was evident on our trip:
people in these impoverished countries are implementing more sustainable
farming practices than the
wealthy United States yet
are facing dramatic devastation and loss due to the
effects of climate change.
In America, we see this
play out in primarily poor
and minority c ommunities who receive the least
amount of environmental
regulation enforcem ent.
Studies show that because
of this, these communities
experience greater rates
of asthma, infant mortality and other health complications. The injustice is
evident.
We live in a world that
is calling for climate action , not for the sake of
science, but for the sake of
each other. As Christians,
we believe that God calls
us to love and care for our
neighbor, to seek justice
and defend the oppressed
(Isaiah 1:17).
G re g Ma G e e , b i b l i c a l
stu d i e s p r o f e s s o r c o m ments, “ The Bible begins
with an affirmation of God
as th e wi se creator of a
good creation and an identi f i cation of humanity ’s
role in carrying out God’s
governance of the created
order (Genesis 1:26-28).
The Bible ends with a picture of the goodness of the
new creation (Revelation
21-22). God’s redemptive
plans include his redemption of all of creation (Romans 8:19-25). Christians’
wise stewardship of creation today can testify to
the goodness of the original
creation and the ‘renewal of all things’ (Matthew
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19:28) in the new creation.”
But how can we engage
in creation care when society urges us to indulge our
whims without thinking of
the consequences? “
On a personal level,
Christians can enjoy God’s
good creational gifts and
resources in moderation,
w i t h t h e n e e d s of o t h ers (including future generation s) in min d . Thi s
may require us to disengage from the consumption culture around us in
some significant ways,” Magee continues.
Since our neighbors are
being harmed by climate
change, and God calls us
to care for his creation and
love our neighbor, we have
the responsibility to take
action.
We u rge y o u : b e c on scious consumers. Whenever we scan the barcode
of an item , we invest in
the company that created
it. We have the opportunity to advance sustainable
industries with every purchase we make!
A way to be conscious
consumers is to shop secon d h an d . W h o do e sn’ t
love Goodwill anyway? Educate yourselves on sustainable practices. Some
documentaries that may
b e h elpful are “Chasin g
Coral and Minimalism,” or
the podcast “TIL Climate.”
Hold your elected officials
accountable.
A quick search on house.
gov/re presentatives can
show you your local reps
and how to email, call, or
meet with them to share
y our c on c er n s an d t al k
ab out s olutions. App eal
to your representatives to
t ake re sp on si bl e a ction
to mitigate the effects of
climate change. They are
there, after all, to represent
your voice!
We hope this has been insightful and encouraging to
you as we seek to steward
the earth better and love
one another well.
echo@taylor.edu

American veterans face various hardships in life after service
Homelessness in the
U.S. veteran population
With nearly 50,000 veterans
experiencing homelessness
every year, the U.S. has proven that it continues to ignore
those who sacrificed their lives
for their country.
Veterans should not be dealing with homelessness, lack of
medical attention or any neglect whatsoever by the U.S.
government. For years and
years, the homeless veteran
issue has been pushed aside
by the government, but some
officials are still working hard
to give homeless veterans better lives.
On Sept. 16, Congressman
Kevin McCarthy introduced
a bill that could change the
course of many homeless veterans’ current situation. The
proposed bill would ensure
that veterans would receive
benefits such as support services and housing program
vouchers.
McCarthy believes that the
responsibility of helping service members transition to civilian life lies in the hands of
elected officials like himself.
Thanks to those like McCarthy,
homelessness among veterans
has decreased dramatically in
the last decade, but the fight is
long from over.
Currently, homeless veterans lack affordable housing,
and suffer from issues such
as poverty, income loss, mental illness, substance abuse

Lexi
Abruzzo

Guest
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and other health problems. To
make matters worse, an additional estimated 1.5 million
other veterans are currently at
risk of homelessness.
“It’s so heartbreaking. They
served our country and America should be taking better care
of them. I feel like they’re overlooked,” said Adeline Gonzalez.
From Daytona, Fla., Gonzalez
noted that she sees homeless
veterans quite frequently.
Seeing homeless veterans
is always upsetting. It’s hard
to believe that at one point in
their lives, they were strongwilled, tough and put together. “I dehumanize them so that
I’m not hurt by them, but when
I sit here and think about it, it’s
really sad and I think it should
be more of a problem than it is,”
said Abby McCormic.
In my own young adult life,
I am able to recall numerous
instances when I’ve spotted
homeless veterans — their
hats or jackets often hint at
their years of service. Among
those instances were several experiences with homeless
veterans who were clearly mentally unstable.
Unfortunately, it is not uncommon to stumble upon a
homeless veteran who is either
physically disabled or mentally unstable. “I feel like I’m

uninformed but personally feel
like it’s really sad and I end up
judging them,” said McCormic.
Not everyone is fully aware
of what some of our former
service members experience
during and after their return
to civilian life. The transition
is not easy and often is the
start down a very rocky road
for many veterans. When service members return to civilian
life, they often find themselves
fighting with PTSD due to
their experiences or battling
substance abuse in efforts to
forget about the problems or
struggles in their current lives
or from their years served.
One major issue that veterans face is a horrible backlog of
claims in the Veterans Affairs.
This means that even if a veteran tries to find help through
the government, they likely
won’t receive any significant
help in a timely manner.
Although the VA itself isn’t
directly harming veterans, its
lack of available, timely and
consistent help most definitely is. Even though there are programs in place through VA, they
only reach about 40 percent of
the homeless veterans. The National Coalition for Homeless
Veterans even determined that
the most effective programs for
both homeless and at-risk veterans are community based/
nonprofit efforts.
Although the Washington
Post believes that the VA’s lack
of help is actually a myth in
their article, “Five myths about

VA healthcare,” how does this
explain the overwhelming
number of veterans that aren’t
currently being assisted?
In basic terms, the most efficient help for homeless and atrisk veterans is through other
veterans, rather than the U.S.
armed forces or the government. Knowing that veterans
mainly rely on other veterans
is disappointing and furthers
the idea that the government
is not doing their best to help
veterans return to civilian life.
Of course, veterans will be
much more sympathetic to
homeless veterans because on
some level, they understand
the difficulties they are facing. While it is heartwarming
to know that other veterans
open their arms to homeless
and at-risk veterans, it must be
difficult for them to see their
comrades in such dismay.
It shouldn’t be their job to
help, even if they are willing.
The U.S. government needs
to be better to its veterans. “I
think it is ridiculous how they
can risk their lives and come
back and be homeless,” said
Nicole Brindle.
In Los Angeles alone, there
are nearly 4,000 homeless veterans, and according to the Los
Angeles Times, decreasing this
number is slow and difficult
work. In Los Angeles, veterans
are becoming homeless just as
fast as they’re finding places to
stay.
“They deserve a home. I
think it’s so sad because they

Photograph provided by Wikimedia Commons

Many veterans have trouble finding support after their time in service.

fought for our country and
I think that the government
should provide housing for
them,” said Emma West.
Even veterans who have received Veterans Affairs Supportive Housing vouchers still
are unable to find homes. Just
when the VA is beginning to
provide what seems like sufficient help to veterans, something else comes into play
and holds them back from

assistance.
Homelessness among veterans has been and continues to
be a major problem in the United States. More people need
to be informed on what these
homeless and at-risk veterans
face when they return home after years of service, and the U.S.
government needs to pick up
major slack and prioritize its
service members.
echo@taylor.edu
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“Some other fun outdoor activities
include rollerblading, longboarding,
spike ball and volleyball.”
Finding fun in the middle of nowhere
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Markus Miller: experience into expertise

Miller’s take on editing
the sports section
Lilia Snyder
Staff Writer

Sophomore Markus Miller
combines his passion for sports
and writing through being The
Echo’s sports editor.
Growing up, Miller was always surrounded by sports. He
enjoyed watching them with his
family or playing golf and basketball with his three brothers and father. His father even
coached Miller and his brothers
in basketball and baseball when
they were younger.
In high school, Miller was on
the golf team, and he played
for all four years. He started
out playing for fun when he
was around five or six years
old, but it was not until middle
school when he began playing
on a team competitively.
He highly considered playing
golf in college but ultimately
decided against it.
“I wanted to base my college decision off of college, not

golf,” Miller said.
Since graduating high school,
Miller continued playing golf
for fun over the summer whenever he got the chance.
Throughout his time playing and watching golf and basketball, he discovered that he
had a lot of fun studying and
researching the statistical aspects, and he became inspired
to write in the sports section of
The Echo.
Miller always enjoyed writing, and English was one of his
favorite classes; he particularly found the writing side to be
more enjoyable than the reading side of English.
“I always found writing to just
be a little more fun because I
can have ideas and I can express
them; I can get creative with it,”
Miller said.
While his school did not have
a newspaper because it was
small, he was able to delve into
writing sports articles at Taylor. However, he was involved
with his school’s yearbook and
was able to gain valuable experience with taking photos

of sporting events and gathering information.
When it came time to think
about what he wanted to do, it
made sense for Miller to choose
a career that involved both
sports and writing.
“I just enjoy getting to write
and specifically telling stories
about sports,” Miller said.
One of Miller’s favorite sports
to write about is basketball.
He likes to dig into the advanced statistics and metrics
surrounding basketball, especially because he knows the
most about it, along with discovering new things he did not
previously know about.
“I learned more about sports
that I didn’t know much about
before (through writing for The
Echo,)” Miller said.
Miller’s experience with writing in the sports section for
The Echo has allowed him to
cover various sporting events
on campus.
He was able to write about
Taylathon 2020, and Miller
thought it was cool to learn
about the event and talk to
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Microwave fettuccine alfredo in a mug, one of the many easy and delicious dorm-friendly food favorites.

people who participated in it.
Another story he covered was
over last year’s Silent Night, and
he said it was interesting getting to learn about the history
of the event.
Through writing for The
Echo, Miller has seen that
it has helped him get out of
his comfort zone through interviewing people, and he
has also grown more patient
from the process. By writing

articles and interviewing, he
has also become a better critical thinker, listener and analyst, as opposed to just rolling
with something.
Overall, he learned how to be
a better communicator.
Since Miller first began writing for The Echo, he has learned
a lot about what responsibility
means, especially with meeting
the deadline for assignments.
He has also learned the value of

working on a team, and he has
developed that skill through his
time playing sports.
“I’ve learned a lot (about) organization because there’s just
a lot for me to keep up with,”
Miller said.
As a result of combining
his love of sports and writing, Miller was able to develop
valuable skills that he can implement anywhere.
echo@taylor.edu

Fall Food Favorites Finding fun in the middle of nowhere
Try these simple recipes
to spice up your diet
Leah Ryg

L&T Co-Editor

Layer a little spoonful of the
oat mixture in the bottom of the
mugs. Top with about 1 cup of
the chopped apples and heap
the remaining oat mixture over
the top.
Microwave for 3 minutes
and 30 seconds — the apples
should be bubbling and the
whole thing will reduce in size.
Remove and let stand until
cool enough to eat. Be careful
because it’s going to be really
hot at first! Also, the texture
improves as it rests and cools.
Drizzle with honey for an extra
gooey kind of texture.

There is a crisp smell in the
air. The trees are a full array of
reds and oranges. Boots and
sweaters are making their annual comeback. What does this
mean? Fall is back, and with it
comes its seasonal staple foods.
Without a proper kitchen, it
can be hard to make food that
has that same feel as a homecooked meal.
To bring the cozy comfort
of fall to your dorm room, try
Microwave Fettuccine Althese four fall favorites that are fredo In a Mug
simple, healthy and require litIngredients:
tle to no equipment.
1/3 cup fettuccine (or preferred pasta)
Vegan Caramel Apples
1/3 cup water
Ingredients:
1/3 cup parmesan
2 apples on skewers
2 Tbs. heavy cream
1/4 cup dates
salt and pepper to taste
2 Tbs. melted coconut oil
Instructions:
cinnamon, salt & mesquite,
Put the pasta in a big mug.
if you have it
Fill it with water and add salt.
Water, as needed
Cook in a microwave for 4
Optional toppings:
minutes (then mix), then 2 min1/4 cup finely chopped nuts, utes (then mix) and 1 minute.
2-3 Tbs. cacao
Add grated cheese and heavy
2-3 Tbs. agave/honey/maple cream. Stir and cook in the misyrup
crowave for 45 seconds.
2-3 Tbs. nut butter
Serve with grated
Instructions:
black pepper.
Blend dates with coconut oil,
4. Vegan Pumpkin Spice
cinnamon, salt, mesquite and Latte at home
water to get a smooth, thick
Ingredients
consistency. Cover the apples
3/4 cup almond milk
completely with the sauce and
1/2 cup black coffee
then dip them in the chopped
1 Tbs. pumpkin puree canned
nuts so they stick.
or homemade
Then, mix the cacao, sweet1/4 tsp. vanilla extract
ener of choice, nut butter and
1/8 tsp. cinnamon
coconut oil until smooth. Driz1/8 tsp. nutmeg
zle it all over the apples.
pinch allspice
2 Tbs. maple syrup
5-minute Mug Apple Crisp
Instructions
Ingredients:
In a blender, combine all in- 3 Tbs. coconut oil
gredients and blend on high un- 1/4 cup quick oats
til smooth and creamy.
- 2 Tbs. chopped pecans
Can either be served hot
- 2 1/2 Tbs. whole wheat flour or cold.
(divided)
For cold, just pour in a glass
- 2 1/2 Tbs. turbinado or
over ice and serve.
brown sugar (divided)
For hot, either heat up in
- 1/2 tsp. cinnamon (divided) the microwave, or heat up in
- 1/8 tsp. salt
a saucepot on the stove until
- 2–3 apples (about 2
just simmering.
cups chopped)
Sprinkle with cinnamon
- honey for drizzling
and enjoy!
Instructions:
Melt the coconut oil in the
The table has a way of bringmicrowave. Stir in the oats, pe- ing people together, whether
cans, 2 Tbs. of the whole wheat that be over a cup of coffee,
flour, 2 Tbs. of the sugar, 1/4 tsp. a meal at the Dining Comof the cinnamon, and the salt. mons or Thanksgiving dinMix until well combined.
ner. So, grab some friends and
Chop the apples and toss treat your taste buds by trying
them with 1/2 Tbs. of the whole one or all of these reworked
wheat flour, 1/2 Tbs. of the sug- classics.
ar, and 1/4 tsp.cinnamon.
echo@taylor.edu

Transforming typical
Taylor activities

Lauren MacDonald
Staff Writer

Upland, Indiana. A beautiful town, but you may have to
look a little deeper than the surface to find what hidden gems
bring joy to the students of Taylor University.
One fun activity that seems to
be a hit around campus is “tolf.”
The objective of the game is the
same as golf “but with a tennis
ball, and you hit objects around
campus,” sophomore Michael
Bade said.
Students are often seen walking around campus and sophomore Mary Sargent often goes
on “a little trip around the loop.”
This takes the perfect amount
of time to connect with friends
and spend some quality time
out of buildings, and during
this season, the campus looks
beautiful.
“Sometimes we set up a laptop and have a Just Dance

party on our wing,” Sargent also
stated.
Just Dance is a great way to
get everyone together and bring
back those old memories from
our childhood.
Some other fun outdoor activities include rollerblading, longboarding, spike ball
and volleyball.
Midnight McDonald’s runs
are practically a routine according to junior Evan Anderson.
Time spent together is essentially all that matters, and nuggets and fries are always a safe
bet.
While queuing up songs to
vibe to with friends, jamming
in the car on the ride there is
always a solid time.
As the temperatures begin
to drop, we see the indoors as
a more pleasant alternative to
the cold windy weather that the
outdoors offers us.
But, there is a little bit of a hiccup this season. With the reality
of COVID-19 still upon us, it looks
like some adjustments must be
made to keep up with the social
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Students enjoy hanging outside in the warmer weather while it lasts.

aspect of life as the seasons turn.
Spending time around the
fire pits outside of the Student
Center is a good way to stay
connected but also warm in the
freezing temperatures.
A fun thing to do could be
playing glow-in-the-dark capture the flag which is a game
Freshman Morgan Merriner
describes as this.
“There are two teams and
there are two flags that are the

team’s colors,” Merriner said.
“Every player has a glow stick
according to their team color
and the rest is like normal capture the flag.”
Which seems like a pretty
fun way to do capture the flag
on campus.
Overall, Taylor continues
to offer fun and creative options to combat the COVID-19
virus.
echo@taylor.edu

Modern Solutions Required
Transforming typical
Taylor activities
Lauren MacDonald
Staff Writer

This summer, I worked as a
cashier at a craft store. Practically that means people view
you apart from themselves as
the ‘other.’ You are there to absorb whatever emotion the customer feels.
As I checked out people’s
embroidery thread, paint by
number kits and school supplies, what I absorbed was a full
range of emotions from anger
to denial to shame. Something
that became apparent to me
as I came home everyday and
tried to shrug off these exterior emotions was that everything boiled down to one single
cause: grief.
I recognized this because
I had just been through it. In
March, I learned of the loss of
someone I had grown up with.
He was someone who I had gone
to school with for nine years in
a class of 46 students. We had
never been close and time and
distance drew us further apart.
Yet all the same, I was still struck
by the wrongness of the situation. He was only 22. But that is
the thing about death, you never expect it.

It is an unwelcome right of
passage to lose someone too
soon. In the midst of a pandemic, civil unrest and the absurdities and randomness of life, that
is a right of passage that many
of us have been forced to go
through. For the same reasons
that these losses may have happened, I wonder if we have allowed ourselves to experience
the natural grief that may result.
In “A Grief Observed,” C.S.
Lewis comments after the passing of his wife. “No one ever told
me that grief felt so like fear,”
Lewis said.
For me, grief feels like stumbling around in a dark room,
trying to find the light. I do not
think that people are very good
at grieving, for the precise reason that nobody wants to feel
like that blind idiot, searching
for a switch and stumbling over
their own two feet.
I think that there are probably some experiences that make
us human—pain, grief, sadness,
for example—that if given the
choice, we would get rid of altogether. However, I am also convinced that grief is just as much
a part of the human experience
as joy. I will not tell you that I
think that makes death good,
because I do not think that
is true.
This summer, I was struck by
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Katie Pfotzer looks to find wisdom in the Bible.

a grief that we were experiencing as a world, together. Now,
in this past week, I have again
been reminded of the grief we
share as a student body for our
family and friends who have
been taken away in a time that
feels tumultuous and yet, we
still do not expect it to touch us.
One of my pastors spent a
Sunday toward the beginning
of the semester on Psalm 44,
a Psalm of lament that stands
out because it does not end in
praise of God or in an assurance

that all things will be made
right. Now when I hear people
telling those who are grieving
that the person they loved is in
a better place or that all things
work together for a reason, I
am not sure that is a biblical response. It is definitely not one I
feel comfortable sharing.
So instead I end only with a
verse Jesus spoke to his disciples in Matthew 5:8. “Blessed
are those who mourn, for they
shall be comforted.”
echo@taylor.edu
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The Fruits of the Spirit
Episode 4: Goodness

Across

2. 8:28 of this works out a lot of times
3. a good thing you can do for anyone
5. A major part of goodness
6. Giving, but on a test
7. An organization that helps you do good things
8. The fifth fruit of the Spirit
9. The antonym
11. Good, but acceptable to you English teacher

Down

1. “Surely goodeness and ___ will follow me”
2. A quality often translated as goodness
4. Gifts, usually to a part in need
10. Good “___”

THE GOOD DEED
CHALLLENGE!!

Answers
to last issue’s problems

In some translations, goodness is actually
translated as generosity, showing how
goodness incorporates much more than
just doing everything “right”. Hence, in this
issue, we’re going to incorporate more than
just a puzzle - it’s actually a challenge. How
many unwarranted good deeds can you
do in the next week? Care to compete?

From “The Z Word” puzzle from last
issue, the phrase was “ ___ “ and
the final word was “ART”, which by
all mean takes a lot of patience.

4 3
5

9

8 7
2
7

9

5 3 8
1
6
3
7 9 5
6
4
7
9
5
6 8
Daily Sudoku: Wed 7-Oct-2020

4

7 3
medium

(c) Daily Sudoku Ltd 2020. All rights reserved.
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Do you have any ideas for the Fun and
Games page? Been a hiding-in-the-basementeating-oreos-and-drawing-beautifulcomics-artists for too long? It’s time to
make your creative voice heard! Email:
sodi_kroehler@taylor.edu
with an idea, a drawing, or even just a
random collection of dots for a chance
to get featured in the next edition!!

A&E

“I hope this collection is a little
window into the places and people
showcased in these photos.”
Senior artist showcases photography
from Indonesia
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MyGen concert brings campus together
Students excited to be
able to perform again
Hailey Hendricks
A&E Editor

Celebrating Christmas before
Thanksgiving is a debate already;
celebrating Christmas before
Halloween seems bizarre.
Taylor’s Student Activities
Council (SAC) decided to tackle the mission of holding MyGen while also celebrating the
long-running tradition of Silent
Night, bringing Christmas a couple of months early to the Taylor
community.
Going into the planning, SAC
members aimed to incorporate
Silent Night into their event,
hoping to make up for the loss
of events that students were already facing in this weird and unusual year.
It wasn’t announced that Silent Night would happen until
four days before MyGen.
“We didn’t really think it (Silent Night) was going to happen,” said sophomore Nathaniel
Boer, a second-year SAC cabinet member. “And so, we were
like ‘There’s been so much gone
from this year. If we can kind of
combine two traditions into one
and try to give some semblance
of normalcy.’”
Because the event was prefaced

with the changes that come with
COVID-19, regulations required
some problem-solving. Some of
those problems included accommodating the large crowds. In order to allow for the most people,
SAC created a second show to allow more people access to see the
event. The shows were held at 6
p.m. and 9 p.m. on Oct. 24.
Boer, as well as other performers described the aspect of having
two shows as weird. Each individual discussed the difference
in energy levels between the two
show times.
The later show sold out days
prior to the event, whereas the
earlier show had a great deal of
extra seats left over.
“I think back to the 6 o’clock
show, and that one seemed a little weird,” Boer said. “I think everyone there kind of felt that just
because there were so few people there in terms of what we
normally have.”
While it was a unique experience of having two shows, Boer
predicts that next year’s MyGen
will most likely return to the normal routine of having one show
at the later time frame.
Even the new accommodations were no match for the excitement that the event ensued
for the audience. Both shows
filled Rediger Chapel as the Taylor community enjoyed a variety

Photograph provided by Zach Brandon

Freshman Trent Repass performs Brittany Spears’ ‘Baby One More Time’ for his first MyGen experience.

of genres of music. SAC created
an atmosphere of excitement
and fun.
The night’s performances
started out with the 2018 COIN
song, ‘Growing Pains,’ moving
back into time to songs like Brittany Spears’ 1998 hit, ‘Baby One

More Time.’ The groups’ choice
of music aimed to cover songs
that resemble the current generation of students at Taylor, ranging from 1998 to 2020. The music
ranged in genres to create a diverse repertoire.
Outside of the diverse music,

performers offered unique performances to the audience
through several outlets. Sophomore Israel Smith and his group
provided one of these experiences: back-up dancers. Smith closed
the show with Beyoncé’s ‘Love on
Top.’ The performer discusses

how his performance brought
some of his favorite memories because of the audience’s reactions.
“My favorite part was just getting to see everyone’s reactions to
the backup dancers because most
people don’t do back-up dancers
for MyGen,” Smith said. “And I’ll
just add all the key changes. Like,
I just love the reactions that people had to it. And then just the
very end, the ‘Love on top’ and
the final pose, the power pose at
the end, was just super fun.”
Overall, the performers’ main
take-away from the event was the
joy they had being able to perform together again.
They each enjoyed being able
to make music together in a live
setting and being able to support one another in their musical journeys.
“My favorite thing about music,
especially live music, is just how
it can unite people from all different areas of campus, from all different walks of life, and it’s just a
really cool way to come together
and experience something,” Senior Bailey Miles said. “It’s a good
way to use the gifts that God gives
us in like a worshipful way. And
I love that about music. That’s
why I enjoy making music with
people and why it was a good distraction from a very busy, stressful semester.”
echo@taylor.edu

Live action ‘Mulan’ fails to live up to the original classic
Movie exclusively
premieres on Disney+
Lucas Bertsche
Staff Writer

Disney+ debuted ‘Mulan,’ a
live action remake of the 1998
animated Disney film, this fall
after multiple COVID-19 related delays.
The film retells the classic
story of a Chinese girl who disguises herself as a man in order to take her elderly father’s
place in the army. All the while,
she searches for her identity
and battles to bring honor to
her family.
Let me preface this by saying
I was actually excited to watch
this movie.
First, I love Chinese epics
like ‘Crouching Tiger,’ ‘Hidden
Dragon’ and ‘Hero;’ anything
with swords really. Second, I
had never seen the original
animated ‘Mulan,’ so I was curious to watch one of these Disney live-action remakes without
any preconceived notions or
nostalgia goggles. Sadly, I was
let down.

Photograph provided by Disney+

Disney+ released the live remake of ‘Mulan’ on Sept. 4.

On a scale of ‘Cinderella,’
a charming and inspired retelling, to ‘The Lion King,’
a soulless carbon copy, I’d
say this falls somewhere in
the middle.
It’s a perfectly watchable
movie. There were some OK
action scenes, a fun training
montage and good moments of
levity with Mulan trying to hide
her identity. I liked Yifei Liu in

the lead role, and Tzi Ma was
a standout as her father. Donnie Yen was good too, although
his incredible martial arts skills
were completely wasted. The
movie also has some beautiful
shots showcasing the vast landscapes and colorful costumes.
Overall though, it’s just very
mediocre and uninspired.
After watching this version,
I figured I better go back and

watch the original. I hate to
compare the two movies, but
considering this is a complete
cash grab remake, I feel it’s fair.
Now, having seen both, I must
say the animated version is better in every way.
I do respect that this new
version tried to take things in
a different direction by cutting the songs and the talking
dragon. However, what I don’t

understand is why they decided
to add other magical elements
to the story instead of committing to the more grounded take
it seemed like the filmmakers
were going for.
They needlessly made one
of the villains a shape-shifting
sorceress, gave Mulan mystical
chi powers and added a phoenix that appears randomly
throughout the film.
Beyond taking away from the
realism, giving Mulan magic
hurts the empowerment message. Mulan is only special because she was born with her
chi powers, which save her life
on multiple occasions—that’s
not as inspiring as a normal
girl relying only on courage
and determination to save the
country that is so prejudiced
against her.
There’s a lot of other problems
too. For one, the editing is atrocious. There are a couple scenes
where it felt like large chunks
were cut out. At the same time,
the movie is almost 30 minutes
longer than the original, but it
doesn’t add anything to justify
that increased runtime.

Senior artist showcases photography from Indonesia
Jaime Wills’ art
displayed at The Bridge
Olivia Yatooma
Staff Writer

The Bridge Cafe is showcasing a collection of 30 to 40 candid photos by senior Jaime Wills
entitled “Indonesia.”
Wills is a graphic art major with a concentration in
photography.
The inspiration for her collection came from her month
long trip to Southeast Asia last
January, where she lived with a
host family.
Wills originally declared a major in psychology, but after her
trip to Greece with the Honors
Program at Taylor, she realized
that what she was the most passionate about was taking photos
and encapsulating God’s innate
beauty through her camera lens.
Every month, there is a featured gallery artist at The Bridge
Cafe, and Wills’ “Indonesia” collection is this month’s feature.

In choosing to showcase her
“Indonesia” collection at the
Bridge Cafe, Wills stressed the
multiple perspectives that different people may have when viewing the photos.
“I know it’s different for the
viewer versus for me, because
when I look at them I’m mentally transported back to what
that moment felt like,” Wills
said. “I hope this collection is
a little window into the places and people showcased in
these photos.”
Although Wills took hundreds
and hundreds of photos while
in Indonesia, her favorite photo
was a simple image of two young
children.
“I just happened to pick up
my camera and snap this picture
where my host sister is looking
right at me,” Wills said. “I think
the expression in her eyes directly caught at that moment holds
a lot of meaning of us being in
the same space and looking and
seeing each other and just being so curious because we knew

that we came from such different places.”
What makes Wills’s collection
so genuine and intentional is that
the photos were not taken for the
sheer purpose of being displayed
for the public to appreciate.
However, Wills ultimately decided to showcase her collection taken in a culture in which
she was a visitor because of the
ubiquitous concepts portrayed
through simplistic images.
Wills builds upon the different
perspectives that encompass the
photos within her collection by
stating that the essence of what
is being captured can never fully
be appreciated through the lens
of a camera.
Wills explained that the beauty of these photos reach observers through what they see in their
own right.
“I know that just looking at
thirty five photos isn’t ever going to give you a full picture and
it can never even give me a full
picture just being there for a
month,” Wills said. “So, I hope

The villains are pretty boring
too, and their storylines are incredibly predictable. In the original, Shan-Yu certainly wasn’t
the deepest character, but he
was a terrifying villain and actually felt like a real threat.
Honestly, I think most of
these problems can be pinned
on director Niki Caro. The
movie just feels so vanilla,
and it’s the director’s job to
add energy to a film. The pacing drags, many of the performances are wooden and the
action is depressingly bland. I
will say Disney deserves some
of the blame too for continuing to churn out these pointless remakes.
Overall, I would strongly advise against paying the extra
$29.99 on Disney+ to watch
‘Mulan.’ Disney has announced
it will be free on the streaming
platform starting Dec. 4. Also,
definitely check out the animated original. It’s one of the best
classic Disney movies, and it’s
leaps and bounds better than
this 2020 remake.
echo@taylor.edu

A&E
EVENTS

Global Music
Concert

Nov. 10,- 7:30 – 8:30pm
Recital Hall

Jane Eyre

Nov. 13-14, 7-10 p.m.
Nov. 15, 2-4:30 p.m.
Nov. 20-21, 7-10 p.m.
Nov. 22, 2-4:30 p.m
Mitchell Theatre
Photograph by Anna Collins

Senior Jaime Wills displays her photo
collection from her past J-Term trip at The Bridge.

that people look at all the fragmented pieces of that place and
hopefully the things that stick
out to them are because they’re
more universal things like the
expression of a kid, or the look
on a mother’s face.”
More than anything else, Wills
stressed the importance of connecting with her photos and
allowing observers to find a

connection themselves through
their own personal motives,
which is evident in her “Indonesia” collection.
“It’s my hope that even if you
can’t directly connect with the
photos I take, you can find ways
that you can connect with a place
that you would otherwise think is
so different,” Wills said.
echo@taylor.edu

Symphony
Orchestra Concert
Nov. 16, 7:30-9 p.m.
Rediger Chapel

Wind Ensemble
Concert

Nov. 18 @ 7:30-9 p.m.
Wheeler Stage at the
Boren Campus Center

TROJAN NATION
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Dodgers break run of disappointing finishes
L.A. wins 2020
World Series
Markus Miller
Sports Editor

The Los Angeles Dodgers
were never pitied, despite one
of the longer droughts in Major
League Baseball.
While their drought wasn’t
as dramatic as others, notably
the Chicago Cubs’ and the Boston Red Sox’s, it was a drought
filled with negative narratives
and plenty of heartbreak.
Still, baseball fans could never
really rally behind the Dodgers.
They have sported mind-boggling payrolls, churned elite
players out of a bottomless
farm system and always seem
to be one of, if not the best regular season teams in the National League. In fact, they’ve won
the National League West eight
years in a row. A number that’s
even more improbable when
factoring the roster changes
they’ve undergone and the nature of the sport of baseball.
Whereas the Chicago Cubs
became known as the “Lovable

Losers,” the Dodgers had been
taking the form of a group of
“Laughable Letdowns.”
Clayton Kershaw, who many
have argued could have a claim
as the best regular season
pitcher of all time, finally won
a World Series, one in which he
was masterful.
“The greatest pitcher of his
era had finally attained the ultimate prize. A man relentlessly
ridiculed for falling below otherworldly expectations in the
postseason finally had his vindication,” wrote ESPN’s Alden
Gonzalez.
Kershaw has a career ERA in
the postseason north of 4. His
career regular season ERA is
below 2.5. The three-time Cy
Young award winner, and onetime NL MVP had been consistently mocked. A tweet from
MLB.com writer Sarah Langs detailed the agony the ace had endured in his search for a World
Series. His 19 postseason rounds
before winning a World Series
were comfortably the most of
all-time.
However, what should have
been a narrative-altering series

for Kershaw, turned into something entirely different. A map
on Twitter showed much of
the nation was rooting for the
small-market Tampa Bay Rays.
Attention on the final innings of
Game 6 was focused mostly on
Rays’ manager Kevin Cash deciding to pull starting pitcher
Blake Snell in the sixth inning.
L.A. proceeded to jump on Tampa’s bullpen.
Then, attention shifted to
Dodgers’ third baseman Justin Turner being pulled from
the game after a positive test
for COVID-19. Only for him to
return to the field for the celebration and be photographed
without a mask on.
It can be easy to root against
the Dodgers, I get it. Seemingly
every offseason they add another MVP candidate to their roster,
whether it be from their farm
system or in a trade. Watching
them fall short every year as the
No. 1 seed in the postseason and
watching a generational pitcher
get shelled by inferior competition can be fun.
E xcept, thi s year, th ey
didn’t fall short. Sure, it was a
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The Dodgers celebrate after winning the World Series last week.

shortened season with unpredictable results, but they finally got it done. For a majority of
baseball fans, it’s disappointing.
The plucky Rays, who sported a
lineup and bullpen full of names
that seem like randomly-generated MLB the Show names, were
a more appealing storyline.
However, The Dodgers deserved this. They could have
caved after a 1-3 deficit to the

Atlanta Braves in the NLDS.
Kershaw could have listened to
the noise after he was shelled in
Game 4 of the NLDS. The narratives could have lived on.
They didn’t, but all we’re
left talking about is Turner’s
COVID-19 test, or Blake Snell
being pulled in the middle of a
strong outing, and that’s fine.
Those are big storylines. But
despite what many may think,

the biggest is that last Tuesday night, a new champion was
crowned. A team marked with
disappointment, in the middle
of a game and season dominated by a pandemic, finally broke
through.
“You wanna talk about a narrative,” Dodgers manager Dave
Roberts said. “How about being
a champion?”
echo@taylor.edu

Taylor Athletics stays flexible with recent schedule changes
COVID-19’s effects on
sports scheduling
Claire Nieshalla
Staff Writer

Athlete or not, COVID-19 has
taught everyone the importance
of being flexible.
The challenges of recent schedule changes have become very
real to Taylor’s athletic department in the last few weeks, and
efforts to stay prepared and in
communication within the department and other schools is
vital.
For the first few weeks of
in-season sports, teams were
competing as planned. Everyone
was thankful to be on campus,
travelling and competing. Not
until the middle of the fall season have coaches begun to start
telling their players that games
are cancelled or opponents are
switching.
While Taylor teams have been
clear for the most part, each sport
must deal with other schools who
are facing significant setbacks.
These uncontrollables may
have been mainly caused by opponents, but the ripple effect is
unavoidable.
Head baseball coach and

Athletic Director Kyle Gould participates in weekly meetings with
the other schools in Taylor’s conference as he and the athletic department discuss what it will take
to keep teams healthy.
“We’ve tried to do everything
we can to say yes to playing,”
said Gould.
With every sport comes unique
challenges depending on the level of contact and whether it is

indoor or outdoor. Combining
Taylor athletics’ care to follow
CDC guidelines, the school’s rural location and commitment to
only testing symptomatic people
is believed to contribute to its position with numbers among the
lowest in the country.
Further factors attributing to
the longevity of sports seasons include coaches intentionally structuring practices to accommodate

COVID related restrictions, athletic trainers checking athletes
every day and the athletes themselves committing to making
good decisions.
Men’s soccer Coach Gary Ross
has chosen an attitude of gratefulness during the unpredictable
circumstances and is thankful
to be playing while the rest of
the country is shut down. However, there have been significant

modifications, as the men’s soccer
team faced qualifying changes for
the upcoming tournament. This
wrench in the game was a disappointment, as the team was feeling stronger and looking forward
to showcasing their progress in
more games.
The initial schedule had the
team playing each opponent
twice, and Coach Ross was
looking forward to the unique
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Taylor has had to alter multiple schedules this fall due to the challenges of COVID-19.

opportunity of facing teams two
times. Now, as day to day presents unpredictable challenges, it
is ever important to focus on the
mental and be present.
“It’s just a matter of a mental
decision to be more flexible. You
have to show up every day,” Ross
said.
No doubt COVID-19 has
forced teams to be more mentally flexible.
Captain of the women’s Soccer team and senior, Reyna Williams has also experienced this
first hand, as the team’s schedule recently underwent significant changes for the second half
of the season.
“The schedule changes have
been mentally challenging for
preparing for games and then figuring out they were cancelled...It’s
definitely an open mindset that I
think we’ve all learned. I think the
team has had a positive attitude
about it, which has made it a lot
easier,” Williams said.
No one wants to wear masks in
an environment that is known for
comradery and competition, but
if that means playing through the
end of the season, then teams are
eager to push through and finish
what they have started.
echo@taylor.edu

Precautions and limited seating in place for Silent Night
1,000 tickets available to
undergraduate students
Jack Mulkey
Staff Writer

Despite the ongoing pandemic, the annual Taylor tradition of
Silent Night will go on.
This year’s contest will take
place on November 20 at 6 p.m.
in Odle Arena against an opponent still to be determined.
1000 tickets are available to
current Taylor undergraduate
students to keep the capacity
at 50%.
This means many groups of
people like MAHE students, faculty, parents and visiting fans
will not be allowed to attend.
The event plan has been approved by the Grant County
Health Commission. The PeRT
team at Taylor also has said that
they fully support the plan to
have the event.
Students will go to the game
with a group such as their dorm
floor, wing, athletic team or
school-sponsored club.
Groups will be given a specific
time to go to the Kesler Student

Activities Center to have a
health screening and a temperature check. Taylor Athletics Director Kyle Gould says that the
screening will be like the current
screening Taylor’s student athletes receive.
Groups will also be given a
time after their screening to
enter Odle Arena. There will
be four different places to enter to minimize close contact
with other groups. Everyone
will be assigned a place to sit
for the game and will be socially distanced from other groups.
Masks will be required to wear
to attend the event. There will
be no food and beverages sold
either.
Unfortunately, this means that
there will be no camping outside
of Odle allowed this year, and
there will be no rush to the seats
allowed. Storming the court will
also not be allowed after Taylor’s
10th point.
“We are taking every precaution we can, and it is going to be
a really good time,” Gould said.
If someone does not feel comfortable attending the event,
there will be additional places

around campus to watch the
game. The game will also be
available to watch on the Trojan
Sports Network or on the Taylor
Athletics YouTube channel.
Gould says that he respects
the point of view of people
who think the event is unsafe,
and that there should not be
any shaming of people who
do not wish to go due to safety concerns.
“If you look at this you could
say this is a risk, but if you compare it to what we are all doing anyway it is not like going
from 0 to 100 by any stretch,”
Gould said.
Taylor is currently 22–1 in Silent Night games, winning last
year’s contest against Ohio-Chillicothe 89–50.
Despite the reduced attendance, the hope is that the atmosphere will not be much different
at all.
“Considering the news just
came out, I’m still trying to process it all and trying to envision
it myself,” senior James McCloud said.
For McCloud, the Silent Night
tradition has not changed for

Photograph provided by Taylor Athletics

Silent Night is currently scheduled for Nov. 20 and will have 50% capacity.

him much over his four years at
Taylor, he still says it is the craziest atmosphere he has played
in. He says he has never got used
to the crazy costumes and the
noise that comes with the game.
“I try to tell myself it is just another game because on the winloss column, it is just another
game, but it is not. The first few
minutes up until the tenth point
is weird,” he said when asked

about if Silent Night is just a regular game to him.
Head coach Josh Andrews
thinks the game may even feel
more intense than usual due to
the fact that for months now
there have not been packed stadiums and arenas.
Andrews has coached before
in the Cincinnati area in high
school where crowds were between 14-15 thousand people

sometimes, but he says that does
not match the energy that Taylor
students and fans make during
Silent Night.
For Andrews and McCloud,
they feel comfortable with
how the school has dealt with
COVID-19 and do not have concerns for their own safety
with the increased crowd for
the game.
echo@taylor.edu

“The word this year was thankful, and honestly, we’re just
very thankful that we’ve had an opportunity to have these
meets so many schools don’t.”
Taylor dominates the Midwest XC Challenge
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g finishes New look men’s basketball team shows promise
Hubbard scores 35,
Trojans win 98-86
Conrad Otto
Staff Writer

The Taylor men’s basketball
team looks to kickstart their
year in stride, as they started
the season with a win against
Concordia University, 98-86.
Junior Jason Hubbard led all
scorers with a career-high 35
points. He made 10 of 15 shots,
going with 10 rebounds, four assists and one block.
“Jason having a big game
was a huge boost to the team
as a whole” said senior Vincent Miranda.
Junior CJ Penha followed this
performance with a 22-point
double-double. He said after the
game that “My coach puts a lot
of trust in me not only to score
but to make the right plays and
get the open to guys”. He put an
emphasis on the upperclassmen getting minutes and performing well.
The team shot 57.4% for the
entire game. They made 30 of 35
free throws, as well as outscoring Concordia 22-7 in fastbreak
points. Concordia did have
quite a push in the second half.
They had a 22-8 run and had
the lead with 11:32 to play. The
Trojans quickly answered with
opportunity of facing teams two a 14-8 run, led by sophomore
times. Now, as day to day pres- Zach Baugher. This helped the
ents unpredictable challenges, it Trojans get a 10 point cushion,
is ever important to focus on the which helped them win.
mental and be present.
“It’s just a matter of a mental
decision to be more flexible. You
have to show up every day,” Ross
said.
No doubt COVID-19 hasBoth teams walk
forced teams to be more mental-away with first
ly flexible.
Captain of the women’s SocJake Weikel
cer team and senior, Reyna WilStaff Writer
liams has also experienced this
first hand, as the team’s sched- For the first time in Taylor Uniule recently underwent signifi-versity history, both the men’s
cant changes for the second halfand the women’s cross-counof the season.
try teams walked away with
“The schedule changes havefirst place at the Midwest
been mentally challenging forXC Challenge.
preparing for games and then fig- Usually held in Grand Rapuring out they were cancelled...It’sids, Michigan under the name
definitely an open mindset that Iof the “Great Lakes Invite”, the
think we’ve all learned. I think themeet was forced to change locateam has had a positive attitudetion to Upland due to the usual
about it, which has made it a lothosts not having a cross-couneasier,” Williams said.
try season due to reasons relatNo one wants to wear masks ining to COVID-19. Nevertheless,
an environment that is known forboth teams did exceedingly well.
comradery and competition, butThe men’s team finished first out
if that means playing through theof ten teams, and the women’s
end of the season, then teams areteam finished first out of foureager to push through and finishteen teams.
what they have started.
The women’s team had two
echo@taylor.edu
runners, seniors Livy Schroder and Sarah Harden, finish in
the top five and seven runners
in the top 30. Harden broke the
school record with her 5K time of
17:36.3, which landed her in second place at the event. This is
the third first-place finish out of
four meets for the women’s team
this season.
“It was really exciting, especially since it was both on the
guys and the girls side that we

Senior James McCloud, Miranda and Baugher all finished
with 12 points each. All three
were in the starting lineup. McCloud and Baugher combined
to go 10-13 from the field, and
Miranda had a career high nine
free throws, along with six rebounds and four assists.
The men’s team has not had a
lot of scrimmages together, and
the game showed how ready
and prepared they are for the
season, their conference, and

for the school.
“The expectation is to lead
and have a relationship with
every member of the team;
that they know on and off the
court I’ll be there,” Miranda
said.”I’ll have the guys get behind me, and me getting behind
the guys, and breed confidence
in the team.”
With the new style of play,
Miranda believes that there is
going to be a lot of different options, but more options as well.

“There is so much to prepare
for, there are so many different
options out of our offense. It’s
going to be hard for teams to
queue on one or two actions”
Miranda said.
Some personal goals he has
are staying engaged with the
team, the players, and the season. His eyes are set to have a
great year.
Josh Andrews, head coach
of the Trojans, said he is impressed with how the team
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Men’s basketball started their season with a win over Concordia.

looks this season.
“We got a lot of length,” Andrews said. “We have built our
system with versatility. We have
brought back our two leading
scorers that we can give the ball
to. It is a very different look, a
different system, but these guys
are doing a great job with it.”
In the winning game against
Concordia, Andrews says he
would grade the game based
on spirit and competitive level.
“When I say spirit, I mean
are we doing the things that we
are working on, are we playing
in our team emphasis, moving
together on both ends of the
floor,” Andrews said. ”Our competitive nature; do we just have
a real passion about us?”
Andrews believes this year’s
team is a physical, feisty and tenacious team.
The basketball team has only
had one scrimmage before this,
and they have not gotten a lot
of reps against other teams
against them. They currently
have 29 games in the schedule,
and they have a lot of time to
get better.
With the pieces that the Taylor men’s basketball team has
this year, their hopes the future is high. Following this win
against Concordia, they then
play Thomas More College on
Oct. 30. Regardless, the coaches and players agree; this team
has what it takes to make it a
special season in Odle Arena.
echo@taylor.edu

Taylor dominates the Midwest XC Challenge

Silent Night

got the win,” Schroder said. “It
was something that going into
the race we kind of had our eyes
set on. So it was really exciting
just to have that happen.”
As for the men’s team, their
showing was just as strong. Just
like the women’s team, they also
placed two runners in the top
five, as well as seven in the top 30.
Standout runners for them were
junior Alex Helmuth and senior
Luke Rovenstine, who placed
third and fourth respectively. The
men’s team has now placed first
in two of its four meets.
Despite less teams being able
to show up to the meet than in
previous years, the competition
level was still extremely high.
There were six other ranked
teams at the meet for both the
men’s and the women’s team. In
the face of heavy competition,
both teams were able to win first
place by comfortable margin.
This pair of victories speaks to
the success of both cross-country programs during this season. Both teams are having very
strong seasons, with both teams
ranked first nationally. They are
the first male and female programs of the same sport to both
simultaneously rank first nationally in the history of Taylor athletics.
“I’ve never had a scenario like
this in any of my coaching, so it’s

November 2, 2020 MONDAY

Volleyball

11/4 @Saint Francis 7 p.m.
11/6 Goshen 7 p.m.
11/7 @Indiana Wesleyan 7 p.m.

Men’s Soccer

11/7 Crossroads League Quarterfinals

Women’s Soccer

11/7 Crossroads League Quarterfinals

Men’s Basketball
11/4 Olivet Nazarene 7 p.m.
11/7 @Indiana Northwest 4 p.m.

Women’s Basketball
11/3 @Concordia 7 p.m.
11/6 @Cornerstone 3 p.m.

Cross Country

11/6 Crossroads Championship 4 p.m.

SCOREBOARD
RESULTS FROM TAYLOR
ATHLETICS
Men’s Cross
Country
10/24 Midwest
XC Challenge 1st

Women’s Cross
Country
10/24 Midwest
XC Challenge 1st

Women’s Soccer
10/24 Bethel W 12-0

Men’s Soccer
10/24 Marian L 1-2

Men’s Basketball
10/24 Concordia
W 98-86
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Taylor’s two XC squads will compete in the Crossroads League Championships on Nov. 6.

really something quite special.”
Head Coach Quinn White said.
“The key is we have great young
women and great young men
who have bought into the program. They run with conviction,
they strive to be better, and it just
makes my job a lot easier when
there’s 100% buy in like that.”
Both teams are expecting to
put together a strong showing
at nationals, and with their current success it is safe to say that
such is expected. This year, there
is an additional challenge with
nationals coming in the spring.
This will require runners to

remain disciplined and stay in
shape throughout winter break
and J-term so that they are still
able to give their best effort come
springtime.
“It’s a whole new micro cycle
of training,” said White.
There is also always a chance
that nationals don’t happen this
spring if COVID-19 continues to
cause problems through the
spring. COVID-19 has still been
affecting teams and events all
throughout sports.
Regardless of what the spring
brings, these two teams are hitting their stride right as the

Crossroads League Championships approach and already have
a lot to be proud of this season.
“We have this thing we call
‘one word’,” White said, “So we
pray, ‘Lord, what’s one word that
will just have a great impact on
our season on our lives, on our
schooling?’ The word this year
was thankful, and honestly, we’re
just very thankful that we’ve had
an opportunity to have these
meets so many schools don’t.
We try to take advantage of every one, knowing that it potentially could be our last.”
echo@taylor.edu

TOP 25 POLLS
Men’s XC

No. 1

Women’s XC

No. 1

Women’s Golf

No. 4

Baseball

Receiving Votes

Softball

Receiving Votes

Morgan Orme

Jason Hubbard
Basketball

Soccer

Athletes of the Week
979 S. Main St., Upl and, IN

Junior
Miamisburg, OH
Sports Management
Small-Forward
Javell Redw o od
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None

•

w w w. ivanho e s . i nfo

•

Year
Hometown
Major
Position

(765) 998-7261

Senior
Way n e s v i l l e , O H
Graphic Design
Fo rward

Funniest Teammate

Chloe Sena

Fav o r i t e S p o r t B e s i d e s
Your O w n

Basketball
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